
 

   

MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING OF THE BRAY PARISH 
COUNCIL HELD AT 7.30PM ON MONDAY 18th JULY 2011 IN 
THE BRAYWOOD MEMORIAL HALL, FIFIELD ROAD, FIFIELD, 
BERKS. 
PRESENT:  Cllr Graham (Chairman) 
Alexander Ward:  Cllr H Howard    
Bray Ward: Cllrs M Pierce, D Mellor 
Holyport Ward: Cllrs P Janikoun, A Monks, Elvin 
Oakley Green & Fifield Ward: Cllr J Foulger 
     Mrs J Eden-Bagley – The Clerk 
     The Press – arrived at 7.45pm 
 
138/2011. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Kneen and Cllr Walters. Cllr 
Graham and Cllr Pierce declared a personal interested in Britain in Bloom. Cllr 
Howard declared a personal interest in respect of the grant applications for Fifield 
Fun Day and Braywood Memorial Hall. 
 
139/2011. HEALTH AND SAFETY       
The Chairman gave a reminder to all in attendance of the fire safety regulations 
for the venue of the meeting. The Clerk confirmed there were no new entries in 
the Parish Council Accident Book. 
 
The Clerk gave a summary report on the Play Areas which is taken from ARD’s 
inspection report for July: 
 
Both Aysgarth Park and Jubilee Fields were satisfactory with no priority 1 items. 
 
Springfield Park was unsatisfactory with one priority 1 item where a gate is 
closing in under 3 seconds. Whilst the Parish Contactors are fixing this type of 
issue the problem continues to re-occur. Therefore, ARD has been asked to 
provide technical specifications which the Parish Contractors will use to make the 
correct adjustments. 
 
140/2011. MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 
The Clerk reported on a change to minute number 117/2011 and the reference to 
the speed limit on Langworthy lane. This item was raised by Cllr Janikoun and not 
Cllr Coppinger. The Clerk apologised to Cllr Janikoun and confirmed the change 
had been made. The Minutes of the General Meeting held on the 20th June 2011 
were then signed as a true record. 
 
NO PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
  
141/2011. PARISH FINANCE 
Appointment of Internal Audit 
The Clerk reported that Barrie Dancer has confirmed the current hourly rate of 
£35.00 per hour will apply for the next 3 years. Cllr Graham proposed the 
appointment of Barrie Dancer as the Internal Auditor for the next 3 years. The 
proposal was seconded by Cllr Monks an AGREED on a vote of 7 in favour and 1 
against. 
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Finance and Operation Working Group 
In an effort to reduce the number of working groups, Cllr Graham proposed the 
merger of the Finance and Operations Group which was generally agreed. Cllr 
Graham explained the actions will be split into 2 sections, Finance and Operations 
so that specific items can be raised under the relevant section at Main Council 
meetings. 
Finance Working Group   
Cllr Graham gave a verbal report on the meeting held on 13th July 2011 
Investment Bond 
Cllr Graham reminded members the Santander one year fixed bond of £50K has 
matured.  The Finance & Operations Working Group (FOWG) have reviewed the 
options to re-invest the funds for another year and Santander are still able to 
offer the most competitive interest rate of 2.75%. Therefore, Cllr Graham 
proposed re-investing the £50K with Santander  for a further year. This was 
seconded by Cllr Mellor and AGREED on a vote of 7 in favour and 1 against. 
Councillors Allowances 
Cllr Graham reminded members the payment of councillor allowance has to be 
approved at Main Council and therefore approval is sought to proceed.  Members 
discussed last year’s payment and the Clerk confirmed that £260 was paid in two 
instalments. The Clerk also reported the total payment is capped at 3% of the 
Precept.  However, on further investigation the Clerk confirmed the cap should be 
based on 3% the total budget.  Members then discussed the additional costs 
which they now have to incur. As the documents are now emailed to members, 
this includes the cost of printing and purchasing printer cartridges. After further 
discussion, it was generally agreed to delegate this to the FOWG to make a 
proposal on the amount to be paid to each councillor which will be discuss at the 
next Main Council meeting.  
Agreement is sought for delegated approval of the following projects, details of 
the expenditure can be found on the Spending Decision Report (Appendix A) 
4.2 Parish Documents 
The Clerk requests delegated approval to incur expenditure up to £1,000 to 
purchase a Fire Safe to store Parish Deeds and Burial Records. Cllr Graham gave 
details of the safe which has been reviewed by the FOWG and may also be used 
to store other information such as computer back up’s. Cllr Foulger suggested the 
safe be bolted to the floor which was generally agreed. Cllr Graham then 
proposed the purchase of the safe which was seconded by Cllr Pierce and 
unanimously AGREED. 
4.3 Holyport Green  
The Clerk requests delegated approval to incur expenditure up to £100 to replace 
‘No Parking’ signs on Holyport Green. Members asked for clarification on the 
location of the signs. The Clerk advised that Cllr Kneen had requested the signs 
following an incident with BT Open Reach vans parking on the grass near the 
Belgium Arms.  Members generally agreed to defer the decision until the exact 
location is confirmed. 
4.4 Dog Bins  
The Clerk requests delegated approval to incur an additional £50 per week for the 
disposal of material from the parish dog bins. The Clerk gave a verbal report on 
how the waste has been managed over a number of years. As the legislation has 
changed and the amount of waste has increased a new process must be adopted 
which involves additional costs. The Taylors are now required to take the material 
to an approved Waste Transfer Station where the cost of disposal is based on 
weight. The additional cost of £50 is the upper limit and the Clerk will advise on 
the actual costs at the next main council. The FOWG propose this is reviewed 
after 6 months to determine if this is ‘best value’ and determine if the Parish 
Council should go out to tender. Cllr Graham proposed the additional expenditure 
which was seconded by Cllr Janikoun and unanimously AGREED. 
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4.5 Parish Office Monitor 
The Clerk requests delegated approval to incur expenditure up to £150 for a 22” 
monitor for the Parish Office which will be available for Councillors to use when 
reviewing planning applications. This was proposed by Cllr Elvin, seconded by Cllr 
Janikoun and AGREED on a vote of 7 in favour and 1 against. 
4.6 Application by Fifield Fun Day Committee for a grant of £500 (please refer to 
Appendix B). 
As a member of the Fifield Fun Day Committee, Cllr Howard spoke in support of 
the applications and then retired from the meeting. 
Members discussed the application and felt the amount of £500, which represents 
50% of the expenditure, is too high. Members discussed awarding a lower 
amount and after further debate Cllr Graham proposed £200 which was seconded 
by Cllr Foulger and AGREED on a vote of 6 in favour and 1 against.  Cllr Howard 
then rejoined the meeting. 
4.7 Application by Bray Village Hall for a grant of £2,000 (please refer to 
Appendix C). 
Members discussed the application at length and opinions were divided. Some 
members felt the Parish Council should not award funds to what may be 
perceived as a profit making business. Whilst other members felt the Parish 
Council should be offering support to community halls. Cllr Monks suggested that 
going forward the Parish Council may want to consider regularising the amount 
which could be based on a percentage. It was generally agreed to delegate this to 
that FOWG to review. Concerns were also raised at the amount of this request 
and there were a number of questions about the finance of the hall. After further 
debate it was generally agreed to defer a decision until more detail financial 
information can be obtained by the Clerk. 
4.8 Application by Braywood Memorial Hall for a grant of £2,000 (please refer to 
Appendix D). 
Cllr Howard declared a personal interest in this matter and therefore did not take 
part in the discussion or vote. 
Members discussed the application and as the financial information indicated a 
large surplus of funds are available to the hall, Cllr Janikoun proposed 
recommendation for refusal which was seconded by Cllr Elvin and AGREED on a 
vote of 5 in favour and 2 against. 
Approval to pay accounts on the Payments List (please refer to Appendix E)  
The Payments List had been circulated to Councillors in advance of the meeting. 
As there had been a number of new items, the Clerk circulated an updated copy 
of the Payments List with a revised figure of £9,970.35, plus VAT £254.06, with a 
grand total of £10, 224.41. The Clerk was asked to clarify the additional work 
carried out by the Taylors.  A query was raised about the standing order for the 
rent of the Parish Office which is not on the list. The Clerk agreed to look into this 
after the meeting. Cllr Graham proposed approval of the payments list which was 
seconded by Cllr Pierce and AGREED on a vote of 7 in favour and 1 abstention. 
The Clerk also reported the SID has developed a fault and has been sent away for 
repair. The Payments List was subsequently amended to include the Parish Office 
rental of £196.00 giving a revised total of £10,166.35, plus vat £254.06 with a 
grand total of 10,420.41.  
 
142/2011. REPORTS FROM OTHER WORKING GROUPS 
OPERATIONS WORKING GROUP  
Manor Grove 
Cllr Howard reminded members about the  issue with the ownership of the land 
on either side of Manor Grove and the maintenance work that has been carried 
out by the Parish Council. The area is now in need of a serious amount of work 
which includes clearing the ditch. The Parish Council would only be in a position to 
consider spending a significant amount of money if they owned the land. 
Therefore, the FWOG are looking into the formal adoption of the land and a 
proposal will be made at a future Main Council meeting. 
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LAND MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP 
No meeting to report. 
 
NEWSLETTER WORKING GROUP  
No Meeting to report. 
 
IT WORKING GROUP 
Cllr Graham reported that Baylis Media have given notice that from September 
they will no longer host the Parish Council domain names. Cllr Graham reminded 
members that financial approval has been given to move the domain hosting and 
create a new website and initial work had started on this project. This process will 
now be accelerated and the domain names will be transferred to the new hosting 
company Zen by the end of August. Once completed work will start on the new 
website. 
 
STRATEGY WORKING GROUP 
No meeting to report. 
  
143/2011. GENERAL MATTERS 
Parish Allotments 
The Clerk gave a verbal report on the Allotment Competition and thanked Cllr 
Pierce and Cllr Foulger for their assistance with the judging. The Clerk then 
confirmed the result of the competition: 
 
Bray Allotments: 

 First Place - Mrs J Marlow  Plot 10A 
 Runner Up – Mr David Spencer 5B 
 Commended - Mrs Malloy 7A & Chris Graham 19A 

 
Gays Lane: 

 First Place - Mrs S Chapman Plot 7 
 Runner Up – Mrs Ivey 22 
 Commended Mr Lok 14 

 
The Big Society 
Cllr Graham gave a verbal update on the 11 menu items which were presented to 
Parish Councils for devolution. Cllr Graham reminded members the Parish Council 
rejected 9 items, however progress is being made in terms of S106 and the 
Neighbourhood Plan. 
 
144/2011. ALEXANDER, DEDWORTH AND OAKLEY GREEN &  
FIFIELD  
No items to report. 
 
145/2011. BRAY 
Bray Slipway Enhancement and Britain in Bloom 
Cllr Graham gave a verbal report on the completion of the enhancement to the 
slipway and distributed photos of the finished project. Cllr Graham then gave an 
update on the judging of the Britain in Bloom competition and the very positive 
comments from the judges about the community involvement. 
 
146/2011. HOLYPORT 
No items to report 
 
147/2011. CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS 
David Coppinger 
It was with considerable regret that Cllr Graham announced the Cllr Coppinger 
has decided to stand down as a Parish Councillor. Since becoming an RBWM 
Councillor, David does not feel that he can contribute effectively to the Parish 
Council.   
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However, David will continue to work with and support the Parish Council in his 
new role. A number of members commented that even in the short time that 
David has been an RBWM Councillors he has made a difference. Members 
unanimously compliment David on his commitment and dedication to during his 
time as a Parish Councillor and as Chairman of the Parish Council. 
NAG 
Cllr Graham reported that John Connor has now moved to a new area and 
confirmed the PCSO’s for Oldfield and Bray NAG are Mathew Wilburn and Cosmin 
Radhu. 
Communication with Parish Councillors 
Cllr Graham reported that Cllr Howard has raised concerns that members are not 
provided with enough information, for example full details of the budget. 
Members are provided with a Summary Report and given the opportunity to ask 
the Clerk for the full details. Cllr Graham asked members if this was sufficient or 
was more detailed information required on this or any other subject. Cllr Pierce 
responded the communication was good and it was generally agreed the level of 
communication is fine.  Cllr Janikoun asked the Clerk if the Parish Council are 
included on the RBMW press release list. The Clerk reported the Parish Council do 
receive some press releases, however this is not consistent. 
 
148/2011. CORRESPONDENCE AND COUNCILLORS’ FORUM 
Correspondence (please refer to Appendix F) 
The Correspondence List was distributed to the Councillors and the Clerk gave a 
verbal update of items on the list. 
Cllr Janikoun – Speed limit on Langworthy Lane & Aysgarth Park 
Cllr Janikoun reported a resident is now requesting 15mph speed restriction on 
Langworthy Lane. As there has been no record of injury causing accidents there is 
no justification to reduce the speed limit. Cllr Janikoun will advise the resident. 
Cllr Janikoun also raised concerns about the quality of the tree work that was 
recently carried out on Aysgarth Park. Cllr Graham suggested this be reviewed by 
the Land Management Group. Cllr Janikoun also reported that dumping has taken 
place and a sign which was recently put up by the Parish Council has been 
defaced. Cllr Janikoun volunteered to place a temporary sign in the vicinity. 
Cllr Janikoun asked if approval had been given at a previous Main Council meeting 
for an additional dog bin at Aysgarth Park. The Clerk agreed to check and advise. 
Cllr Howard – Repairs to Holyport War Memorial 
Cllr Howard asked the Clerk if the repairs have been schedule. The Clerk has 
contacted Mark Bird, who was awarded the contract, but has not yet had a reply.    
 
 
149/2011.  DATE OF NEXT MAIN COUNCIL MEETING 
The General Meeting of the Parish will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 22nd August 
2011. 
 
The Meeting closed at 9.10pm.  
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