
   

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING OF THE BRAY 
PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT 7.00PM ON MONDAY 20TH MAY 
2013 IN THE BRAYWOOD MEMORIAL HALL, FIFIELD ROAD, 
FIFIELD, BERKS. 
PRESENT:   
Alexander Ward:   Cllr H Howard (left the meeting at 8.30pm) 
Bray Ward:    Cllr G Graham (Chairman) 

Cllrs D Mellor, S Adams, K Elvin 
Cllr M Pierce (arrived at 7.15pm) 

Dedworth Ward Cllr M Airey 
Holyport Ward: Cllrs A Monks, S Mackie, P Janikoun 
Oakley Green & Fifield Ward: Cllr J Foulger 
     Mrs J Eden-Bagley – The Clerk 
     2 members of the public 

The Press (arrived at 7.05pm) 
 
Cllr Graham handed the chair over to Cllr Elvin (Vice-Chairman) to proceed with 
the Election of the Chairman for the forthcoming year. 
   

89/2013 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN FOR THE FORTHCOMING YEAR AND 
SIGNATURE OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE 
Cllr Elvin called for nominations for the post of Chairman for the forthcoming 
year. Cllr Foulger proposed Cllr Graham and as there were no further nominations 
this was seconded by Cllr Adams and AGREED on a vote of 7 in favour 3 against 
and 0 abstentions. Cllr Graham accepted the Chairmanship and duly signed the 
Declaration of Acceptance to this post. Cllr Graham then resumed chairing the 
meeting. 
 
90/2013 ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN FOR THE FORTHCOMING YEAR 
AND SIGNATURE OF DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE 
Cllr Graham called for nominations for the post of Vice-Chairman for the 
forthcoming year and proposed Cllr Elvin. As there were no further nominations 
this was unanimously AGREED. Cllr Elvin accepted the post of Vice- Chairman and 
duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance. 
 
91/2013 ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN AND VICE CHAIRMAN OF THE 
PLANNING COMMITTEE FOR THE FORTHCOMING YEAR 
Cllr Graham called for nominations for the Chairman of Planning and reported 
that Cllr Kneen is willing to re-stand. As there were no further nominations Cllr 
Graham proposed Cllr Kneen which was seconded by Cllr Mackie and AGREED on 
a vote of 9 in favour, 1 against and 1 abstention. Before moving onto the 
nomination for Vice Chairman, Cllr Graham advised that Cllr Foulger had an 
announcement to make. Cllr Foulger reported on his decision to resign as a parish 
councillor. This will take effect after the next planning meeting so that Cllr Foulger 
can fulfil his obligation as presenting councillor. Cllr Graham then called for 
nominations for Vice Chairman of Planning. As no-one was prepared to stand, Cllr 
Janikoun volunteered for the role. This was seconded by Cllr Elvin and AGREED on 
a vote of 7 in favour, 2 against and 0 abstentions. 
  
92/2012. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Kneen, Cllr Walters, Cllr Yates and 
Cllr Smith-Lyons. The following declarations of interests were declared: 
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Personal: 
Councillor Agenda Item Interest 
Cllr Graham 12.4 Complaint against Chairman 
Cllr Graham 12.5 Allotment holder in Bray 
Cllr Mackie 12.4 Domestic partners business 
Cllr Janikoun 10.6 Landlord representative of youth club 
Cllr Janikoun 12.2 & 17 Member of Holyport War Memorial Hall Committee 
 
Pecuniary: 
Councillor Agenda Item Interest 
Cllr Graham 10.7 Member of Bray Enhancement Committee, 

councillor’s expense and AEM expenses. 
 
93/2013. HEALTH AND SAFETY       
The Chairman gave a reminder to all in attendance of the fire safety regulations 
for the venue of the meeting. The Clerk confirmed there were no new entries in 
the Parish Council Accident Book. 
 
The Clerk gave a summary report on the Play Areas which is taken from ARD’s 
inspection report for March and April:  
 
March Inspection Report: 
 
Aysgarth Park was unsatisfactory with one priority 1 item:  Dog foul in the play 
area which was reported to the PCSO and the RBWM Dog Warden. There were no 
further reports of this during April’s inspection. 
  
Jubilee Fields was unsatisfactory with two priority 1 items:  

1. Loose paving slabs under bench, quotes are being obtained to have all the 
slabs re-laid. 

2. Broken spring on the gate which the parish contractors have replaced and 
which has since broken again. The parish contractors will fit a stronger 
mechanism. 

 
Springfield Park was satisfactory with no priority 1 items. 
 
April Inspection Report: 
 
Aysgarth Park was unsatisfactory with two priority 1 items: 

1. One of the benches has a badly splintered slat which the parish 
contractors are going to repair.  

2. There is a tear/hole in the wet pour surface near the slide. ARD have been 
asked to provide a quote and to carry out the repairs. 

 
Jubilee Fields was unsatisfactory with one priority 1 item: Loose paving slabs 
under bench, quotes are being obtained to have all the slabs re-laid. 
  
Springfield Park was unsatisfactory with one priority 1 item: The litter bin was full 
at the time of the inspection and was subsequently emptied. 
 
 
NO PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 
 
94/2013. THE FISHERIES 
Cllr Graham introduced Graham Barker who gave a presentation on the proposed 
expansion of Bray Parish to include the Fisheries. 
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Members raised a number of questions and after a debate, it was generally 
agreed the parish council are receptive to this suggestion and will investigate 
further. Cllr Airey offered to take the lead and proposed consulting with the 
borough to understand what’s involved, the process and definition of UC region. 
This was seconded by Cllr Elvin and AGREED on a vote of 9 in favour, 2 against 
and 0 abstentions. Cllr Graham thanked Graham Barker for presentation. 
 
95/2013. HOLYPORT YOUTH CLUB 
Cllr Graham invited Ian Anderson to address the meeting in support of the grant 
application. Cllr Graham proposed moving forward the discussion on the grant 
application which was generally AGREED.  After a short debate, Cllr Howard 
proposed awarding a grant of £1,500, which was seconded by Cllr Mackie and 
AGREED on a vote of 10 in favour, 1 against and 0 abstentions, 
 
96/2013.  PARISH COUNCIL WORKING GROUPS (please refer to 
Appendix A) 
The Clerk referred to the list of working groups and asked if members wanted to 
continue with the roles as stated. Cllr Graham reminded members that anyone 
can join a group at any time throughout the year or for specific one off projects. 
Cllr Adams volunteered to join the disciplinary and grievance committees.  
 
97/2013. MINUTES OF THE GENERAL MEETING 
Cllr Graham reported on the usual practice of signing both Part I and Part II 
minutes. However, a number of questions have been raised about the Part II 
minutes which will be discussed under Part II. Therefore, Cllr Graham proposed 
approval of the Part I minutes as they currently stand and agreement to make 
any further amendments retrospectively following the Part II session. Cllr Mellor 
referred to minute number 53/2013 The George Licence and stated that no 
reference had been made to “compromising his financial position and affect”. It 
was agreed that Cllr Graham would score this out on the minutes. Cllr Foulger 
referred to minute number 59/2013 Verge and Tree on Fifield Open Space and 
explained the issue is with the verge adjacent to the wooded area at Manor 
Grove. It was agreed to change the word ‘kerb’ to ‘verge’. The clerk also reported 
on a change that has already been reflected in the minutes to 52/2013 Oakley 
Green Notice Board and the words “whichever is the lesser costs” have been 
added. Cllr Monks then proposed approval of the amended minutes, which was 
seconded by Cllr Pierce and unanimously AGREED,  
 
The Minutes of the General Meeting held on the 18th March 2013 were then 
approved and signed as a true record. 
 
98/2013. PARISH FINANCE 
Finance Working Group FOWG (please refer to Appendix B) 
The notes from the meeting which took place on the 8th May had been circulated 
in advance of the meeting. 
Finance Report (please refer to Appendix C) 
Cllr Graham referred to the Q4 Actual Report and summary which should have 
been made available in advance to councillors. The Clerk apologised to members 
as she thought this had been posted on Drop Box along with the 27 other 
documents and was not aware it has been missed until the start of this meeting.  
The Clerk circulated hard copies of the report and explained the year end surplus 
is due to an increase in income and decrease in expenditure. Cllr Graham 
reported the FOWG has reviewed the figures and comprehensive notes in detail. 
External Audit & End of Year Accounts  
The Parish Council Accounts and Annual Return (please see Appendix D) had been 
circulated in advance of the meeting.  
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The Clerk gave an explanation of each of the documents and reminded members 
the parish council manage the funds on behalf of Bray Parish Neighbourhood Plan 
(BPNP) which are reviewed and authorised by members of BPNP. The Clerk also 
explained the reason for the rounding adjustment of £1 on the Accounts. Cllr 
Howard asked if the surplus of BPNP funds will inflate the level of parish council’s 
reserves. The Clerk responded the internal auditor will not include the BPNP figure 
in the parish council reserves. Cllr Howard also raised concerns that the parish 
council were being asked to approve accounts with no detailed knowledge of the 
BPNP transactions. Cllr Graham stated it was agreed at the outset that the BPNP 
funding would be dealt with in this way.  Cllr Graham then requested approval of 
the Parish Council’s Income and Expenditure, Balance Sheet and Annual Return 
containing the Accounting and Annual Governance statement for 2012/13. This 
was proposed by Cllr Mellor, seconded by Cllr Pierce and AGREED on a vote of 10 
in favour, 1 against and 0 abstentions. 
10.4 Aysgarth Park “No Parking Signs” 
The Clerk reported on a request from a resident for an additional “No Parking 
Signs” similar to other signs located in the area. It was generally agreed that Cllr 
Janikoun would liaise with the Clerk to verify the sign is being placed in an 
appropriate location. Subject to this condition, Cllr Mackie proposed delegated 
approval is given to the Clerk to incur expenditure up to £60 for a sign which will 
be funded from Land Management General. This was seconded by Cllr Monks and 
AGREED on a vote of 8 in favour, 2 against and 1 abstention. 
10.5 Aysgarth Park Tree Work 
Cllr Elvin reported on additional tree work which is required at the rear of Eskdale 
Gardens. Cllr Elvin proposed delegated approval is given to the Clerk to incur 
expenditure of £300 for the work which will be funded from Plants & Trees. This 
was seconded by Cllr Mackie and unanimously AGREED. 
Applications under S1.37 for Grants (please refer to Appendix E) 
The application by Holyport Youth Club had been dealt with earlier in the meeting.  
Approval to pay accounts on the Payments List (please refer to Appendix F) 
Cllr Graham declared three pecuniary interests, however it was generally agreed 
that he could continue chairing the meeting but would not take part in the vote.  
The Payments List had been circulated to councillors in advance of the meeting. 
The Clerk confirmed the revised total of £27,433.75 plus VAT £829.30 with a 
grand total of £28,263.05.  Cllr Howard made a statement to the effect that she 
could not agree with the payments list in its entirety as in her view one item had 
not been approved by the council. Cllr Graham reminded members the enrolment 
of the Clerk into the NEST pension scheme and to make the contribution as 
budgeted in this financial year of £2,722, as stated in the proposal document, had 
been approved at the main council meeting on the 18th March. Cllr Graham 
acknowledged that Cllr Howard had raised a number of other questions and the 
answer to these will be forthcoming. Cllr Adams proposed approval of the 
payments list, which was seconded by Cllr Pierce and AGREED on a vote of 8 in 
favour, 2 against and 0 abstentions.  
 
99/2013. REPORTS FROM OTHER WORKING GROUPS 
OPERATIONS WORKING GROUP FOWG (please refer to Appendix B)  
The notes from the meeting which took place on the 8th May had been circulated 
in advance of the meeting. 
Complaints Procedure (please refer to Appendix G) 
Cllr Graham referred to the document which had been circulated to councillors. 
After a debate it was agreed that a complaints form should also be included 
providing additional evidence which can be reviewed.  Cllr Adams proposed 
adopting the proposal which will be amended to include a complaint form at a 
later stage. It was also generally agreed to amend point 4 to state “the 
complainant will be asked to put the complaint on the appropriate form which 
should be sent to the Clerk”. This was seconded by Cllr Airey and unanimously 
AGREED. 
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Email Code of Conduct (please refer to Appendix H) 
Cllr Graham referred to the document and the observations made by Cllr Yates 
which would benefit the parish council. Cllr Adams made a number of further 
observations and it was generally agreed that Cllr Adams would amend the 
document to include these comments and will re-distribute. 
BPC Website (please refer to Appendix I) 
Cllr Graham proposed that every parish councillor, working with the Clerk, 
produces a minimum of two articles/updates per month.  This was seconded by 
Cllr Pierce and AGREED on a vote of 9 in favour, 0 against and 1 abstention. 
It was agreed the Clerk will produce a schedule. 
 
LAND MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP  
No meeting to report 
Hedge Cutting 
Cllr Elvin reported on a complaint from the resident at 1 Aysgarth Park about the 
cutting of the hedge along Holyport Rd. The resident has grown Leylandii on three 
sides of the property which are now mature. Whilst cutting the outer hedge the 
contractors accidently removed the top of 2/3 of the trees. Cllr Elvin and the 
Clerk reviewed the hedge and arranged for the contractor to speak with the 
resident.  The contractor and the Clerk have apologised for this unfortunate 
accident. However, the resident is not happy with the course of action and wants 
the trees replaced; therefore he may take this to the small claims court.  
 
IT WORKING GROUP 
No meeting to report 
 
S106 WORKING GROUP  
No meeting to report 
 
STRATEGY WORKING GROUP 
In the past 2 years, this group has been run in a number of different ways. This 
year the proposal will be to involve all councillors. Cllr Graham has invited 
Grenville Annetts to help facilitate the session and councillors will be advised 
when the meeting date has been scheduled.  
 
100/2013. GENERAL MATTERS 
Change to the Standing Orders  
Cllr Graham referred to the proposal to adopt the NALC model for Standing 
Orders with amendments and to adopt the revised Finance Regulation and 
Planning Standing Orders as notified at the last main council meeting. Members 
discussed point 25 “Unauthorised Activities” and how this would impact 
councillors whilst carrying out planning duties. After a debate, it was agreed that 
a resolution would be passed by the parish council on an annual basis so that 
councillors would be authorised to carry out these duties. As the resolution will 
need to be made at the next council meeting, it was generally agreed to defer the 
approval of the standing orders to the same meeting. 
Community Right to Bid (please refer to Appendix J) 
A list of nominations had been circulated to councillors in advance of the meeting.  
It was generally agreed that Ward Councillors, working with any community 
associations, will gather the necessary information to support a nomination for 
approval by main council. Cllr Janikoun pointed out that the Holyport War 
Memorial Hall is owned by the Charities Commission.  The position of the other 
community halls is not clear and would need to be identified. It was also agreed 
that information will be posted on the parish website to encourage nominations 
from residents. 
Report on the communication with the Maidenhead Advertiser 
Copies of the correspondence had been circulated to councillors in advance of the 
meeting. 
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WMSPAS Complaint 
As Cllr Graham was named in the complaint, he handed the chair over to Cllr 
Elvin and it was generally agreed that Cllr Graham could remain. Cllr Mackie 
declared a personal interest in this matter. As the complainant was also in 
attendance and this is going to be the subject of an appeal hearing it was agreed 
that no further discussion could take place. This was proposed by Cllr Mellor, 
seconded by Cllr Pierce and AGREED on a vote of 8 in favour, 0 against 2 
abstentions.  
Parish Allotments Competition 
The Clerk reported the judging of the annual competition was to take place on the 
10th June. However, this has been postponed until 8th July due to the late start of 
the growing season. Cllr Elvin volunteered to join judging party. 

 
101/2013. ALEXANDER, DEDWORTH AND OAKLEY GREEN &  
FIFIELD  
No item to report. 
 
102/2013. BRAY 
No items to report. 
 
103/2013. HOLYPORT 
No items to report. 
 
104/2013. CHAIRMAN’S BUSINESS 
RBWM Borough Councillor 
In an effort to improve the relationship with the borough, Cllr Graham has spoken 
to Cllr Coppinger who is prepared to come to main council meeting to give an 
update on borough items. 
Cllr Graham then reported on 3 questions that had been raised by Mr England at 
the last main council meeting: 
 

1) Windsor Road Bus Stop 
This has been referred to the LMWG to review the result of the survey and 
to make a proposal on the next stage. 

2) Footpath Upgrade 
The Clerk put Mr England in touch with the borough to discuss wheelchair 
access over a bridge and the preservation of a patch of violets and they 
came to a satisfactory solution on both items. 

3) Parish Council Fire Engine 
The Clerk has sent a letter to Capita asking them to recognise the fire 
engine is owned by the parish council. 

 
105/2013. CORRESPONDENCE AND COUNCILLORS’ FORUM (please refer 
to Appendix K) 
Holyport Rd/Manor Way 
The Clerk reported that a resident has raised concerns with Highways about the 
speed of the traffic on Holyport Rd and requested a mirror is installed to help the 
access and egress from Manor Way.  The borough has advised they no longer 
provide mirrors, so the resident has asked the parish council to comment. It was 
generally agreed to delegate this to ward councillors to review.  
Holyport War Memorial Hall 
The Clerk reported on a letter from the Chairman of the Trustees outlining 
problems with vehicles parking in front of the Pavilion (Brewhouse). As the 
Pavilion has right of access over the Green the parish council are requested to 
take action to prevent parking in this area. It was generally agreed the Clerk will 
write to the chairman to ask what action they think is appropriate and what they 
would propose. 
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Bray Terrace 



The Clerk reported on a letter from a resident requesting the gate in the fence 
between the Village Hall Car Park and The Terrace is re-instated. Ward Councillors 
pointed out the gate was never actually closed. The LMWG have looked at this 
and after further discussion it was generally agreed that no further action should 
be taken. 
Cllr Airey – Time of meetings 
Cllr Airey suggested that changing the start time of the meeting could be 
confusing for residents and asked if the start time could remain consistent. Cllr 
Graham responded that whilst we do try to start at 7.30pm, there are times when 
this has to be brought forward due to the number of items on the agenda. 
Members discussed if the start time could be changed to 7pm on a permanent 
basis, however there were a number of members who stated they would not be 
able to make the earlier start time on a regular basis.  
Cllr Foulger – Oakley Green Rd Bus Shelter and Fifield Open Space 
Cllr Foulger reported the condition of the metal bus shelter on the Oakley Green 
Rd was discussed at a recent OGAFDCA meeting.  The bus shelter looks un-kempt 
and needs to be cleaned. In addition, the condition of the Perspex, which is badly 
scratched, should be reviewed. It was agreed the LMWG will look into what action 
can be taken. Cllr Foulger asked who is responsible for agreeing to items being 
placed on the open space and Cllr Graham confirmed this is the parish council. 
Cllr Foulger advised that garden furniture and a number of Gnomes have been 
placed on the open space and it was generally agreed these should be removed. 
The Ward Councillors will liaise with the local community.  
 
106/LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT 1972 
Exclusion of the Public 
The parish council considered passing the following resolution:- 
“That under Section 100(A)(4) of the Local Government Act 1972, the public be 
excluded from the remainder of the meeting whilst discussion takes place on item 
16 on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as 
defined in Paragraphs 1-7 of part I of Schedule 12A of the Act". This was 
proposed by Cllr Graham, seconded by Cllr Elvin and unanimously AGREED 
 
107/2013.  DATE OF NEXT MAIN COUNCIL MEETING 
The General Meeting of the Parish will be held at 7.30pm on Monday 15th July 
2013. 
 
The meeting closed at 9.30 
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