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Bray Parish Council 

Play Areas Covid-19 Risk Report  
  

This information is considered up to date as of 27th July 2020, any material changes after this date may impact 

upon the report’s findings.  

  

Scope  

This report seeks to provide additional information in support of the risk assessment work undertaken in 

relation to the Council’s play areas and other recreational equipment.  It is designed to be read in conjunction 

with the operational Covid-19 Risk Assessment and Covid-19 Equipment Specific Risk Assessment which in turn 

feeds into the Conclusions and Options document.  

 

Background  

Due to classification of Covid-19 as a pandemic, protective legislation was brought in by the Government at the 

end of March which closed a wide range of activities (“lockdown”).  All this Council’s play equipment was closed 

with signage informing people not to use it.  It is important to note that subsequently this was legally enforceable 

by the Police.  

  

On the 23rd June the Government announced the next phase of the lockdown easing measures and these 

included playgrounds and outdoor gym equipment potentially being able to be re-opened on 4th July.  The 

Government guidance was subsequently issued on 26th June giving five working days to complete general risk 

assessments, repairs, maintenance, cleaning and a mandatory Covid-19 risk assessment. The advice was 

updated in 17th July 2020. 

  

What is Covid-19  

Coronavirus disease (COVID-19) is an infectious disease caused by a newly discovered coronavirus.  

  

Most people infected with the COVID-19 virus will experience mild to moderate respiratory illness and recover 

without requiring special treatment.  Older people, and those with underlying medical problems like 

cardiovascular disease, diabetes, chronic respiratory disease, and cancer are more likely to develop serious 

illness.  

  

The best way to prevent and slow down transmission is be well informed about the COVID-19 virus, the disease 

it causes and how it spreads. Protect yourself and others from infection by washing your hands or using an 

alcohol-based rub frequently and not touching your face.   

  

The COVID-19 virus spreads primarily through droplets of saliva or discharge from the nose when an infected 

person coughs or sneezes, so it’s important that you also practice respiratory etiquette (for example, by 

coughing into a flexed elbow).  

  

At this time, there are no specific vaccines or treatments for COVID-19. However, there are many ongoing clinical 

trials evaluating potential treatments. WHO will continue to provide updated information as soon as clinical 

findings become available.  
Source: World Health Organisation  

Report Assumptions  

• Onward transmission of Covid-19 (tertiary infection resulting from a facility user) is beyond the scope of 

this report and risk assessment as no effective control measures can be implemented by the Council to 

mitigate such transmission.  
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• In the absence of an effective treatment, vaccine or cure for Covid-19 the impact of the virus, in terms 

of the Risk Assessment, remains unchanged – only the likelihood/probability may be affected. (i.e. at 

this time the direct impact of contracting Covid-19 remains the same regardless of control measures).  

• There is a general consensus that the Covid-19 virus can survive on most plastic and metal surfaces for 

up to 72 hours and on most woods for up to 48 hours.  

 

Government Guidance  

It is suggested that the guidance appears to be more suitable for supervised locations, however is to be applied 

to public play areas (or playgrounds as referred to in the document).  Playgrounds are defined in the document 

as “outdoor structures designed for children to play in or on. They may include equipment such as slides, monkey 

bars, climbing frames, activity towers, swings, spring rockers, see saws and sandpits”.  The document contains 

non-statutory guidance to be taken into consideration when complying with existing obligations whilst imposing 

a legal requirement to carry out a Covid-19 risk assessment.  The implementation of resulting measures 

facilitates ensuring that the equipment is Covid-19 Secure.  

  

FAILURE TO COMPLETE A RISK ASSESSMENT WHICH TAKES ACCOUNT OF COVID-19, OR COMPLETING A RISK ASSESSMENT BUT FAILING 

TO PUT IN PLACE SUFFICIENT MEASURES TO MANAGE THE RISK OF COVID-19, COULD CONSTITUTE A BREACH OF HEALTH AND SAFETY 

LAW.  

  

The guidance includes the key principles for safely reopening including:-  

  

• Preparing a playground or outdoor gym for reopening  

• Social distancing  

• Cleaning and hygiene  

• Face coverings  

• Additional measures and communicating with parents  

• Considering children with additional needs  

  

In addition the guidance builds upon existing legal obligations in relation to keeping staff safe including provision 

of appropriate protective equipment where required and assessments of where Covid-19 transmission may be 

very high. Also ensuring that adequate guidance and instructions are in place for staff.  

  

Preparing a playground or outdoor gym for reopening  

Owners and operators of playgrounds or outdoor gyms are reminded that in addition to preparations to ensure 

they are COVID-19 Secure, there will be general maintenance requirements. Owners/operators must ensure 

playground and/or exercise equipment is safe to use and that risks from damaged or defective equipment are 

addressed before opening.  

  

Social distancing  

Social distancing aims to reduce social interaction between people to minimise the opportunity for transmission 

of COVID-19.  

  

Following a review of social distancing guidance, 2 metres or 1 metre with risk mitigations (where 2 metres is 

not viable) are acceptable. Owners/operators should consider and set out the mitigations they will introduce in 

their risk assessment.  

  

All owners or operators of playgrounds and outdoor gyms should consider how to put in place measures to 

support social distancing such as signs to remind users of the need for and adherence to social distancing in 

accordance with existing government guidance. In implementing measures, owners and operators should 

acknowledge that adults and children with certain conditions will find social distancing difficult.  
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It is recognised that adherence to social distancing between individuals and households can be particularly 

difficult in a playground setting. This will mean that other ways of minimising transmission risk should also be 

considered and communicated to the parents, guardians and carers, who should remain aware of the residual 

risk.  

  

Potential measures to facilitate social distancing include:  

• if an enclosed area, owners and operators should identify an advisory limit on the maximum number of 

users able to use a playground or outdoor gym area at any one time and use signs to communicate this  

• where practicable, owners/operators could implement a booking system so that users can book a slot to 

use the equipment  

• limiting the number of users able to use a particular piece of equipment to minimise the transmission risk 

of COVID-19. Potential measures include:  

o signs to communicate maximum number of users at one time 

o request those using the play area to only have 1 family member accompanying a child 

o limiting the available number of seats on equipment or numbers of swings available to promote 

social distancing, including for parents, carers or guardians who might push children on swings for 

example  

o setting a time limit and using signs to communicate this to users, parents, guardians or carers  

o using adjacent space for queues or waiting areas for users, parents, guardians and carers using 

barriers, markings or signs where it is safe to do so. When implementing a queue or waiting area, 

consideration must be taken of its impact on the surrounding space and ensure it does not impede 

other users or pedestrians, particularly considering those with visual or hearing impairments, 

mobility problems and invisible disabilities  

• for outdoor gyms the introduction of a clearly marked one way system around the fixtures/ machines, to 

help prevent users from coming into close contact with each other  

• for outdoor gyms, where machines and equipment are less than 2 metres apart pieces of equipment 

should be moved to allow social distancing measures to be adhered to if possible. If not possible, 1 metre 

distance with risk mitigation is acceptable. The mitigations should be set out in the risk assessment  

  

Cleaning and hygiene  

Scientific advice suggests that the virus can survive for up to several days on some hard surfaces, particularly 

when indoors. These risks are reduced when outdoors, where surfaces may be subject to UV light and/or rain. 

This guidance applies to outdoor playgrounds and outdoor gyms but the virus could survive long enough on 

frequently used/touched outdoor surfaces to facilitate transmission.  

  

Owners and operators are advised to manage any potential risk, cleaning high traffic touch points frequently. 

This could include cleaning regimes for:  

  

• playground equipment for children, usually up to age 14, such as slides monkey bars and climbing frames  

• semi enclosed playhouses or huts for small children  

• enclosed crawl through ‘tunnels’ or tube slides  

• exercise bars and machine handles on outdoor gym equipment  

• entry and exit points such as gates  

• seating areas such as benches and picnic tables  

• refuse areas/bins  

  

Owners and operators should encourage effective sanitation by users, parents, guardians and carers.  

  

Consideration should be given to:  
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• using signs and posters:  

o  to promote cleaning of equipment by users, parents, guardians and carers, particularly where there 

are clear touch points such as swing rockers, see saws, machine handles or exercise bars  

o encouraging outdoor gym users to bring their own towel and hygiene products and wipe down 

equipment after use o encouraging parents to bring hand sanitiser gel or wipes to clean their 

children’s hands o to encourage hand hygiene with including washing/sanitising hands more often 

than usual, for 20 seconds using soap and water or approved gel and foam sanitiser, particularly at 

the beginning and end of play  

o to advise users (or parents of users) not to touch their faces, and to cough or sneeze into a tissue 

or arm when a tissue is not available  

o to remind adults and children not to put their mouths on equipment or their hands in their mouths  

o to promote and remind users, parents, guardians and carers of the need for social distancing  

• when communicating safety messages owners/operators should ensure they are able to reach those with 

hearing or vision impairments. Consideration should also be given on how to assist those with disabilities 

with complying with the changes  

• providing more waste facilities and more frequent rubbish collection  

• where practicable, providing hand sanitiser (automated where possible) or hand washing facilities at the 

entry and exit points, in addition to public toilets/washrooms  

• using disposable paper towels in handwashing facilities where possible  

  

Face coverings  

Face coverings are currently mandatory on public transport, and mandatory in shops and in supermarkets 

from 24 July 2020. People are also encouraged to wear face coverings in enclosed public spaces where there 

are people they do not normally meet. Face coverings should also be worn when attending a hospital as a 

visitor or outpatient. 

In setting where face coverings are mandated in England, there are some circumstances, for health, age, or 
equality reasons, whereby people are not expected to wear face coverings in these settings. 

Current government guidance states that face coverings should not be used by children under the age of 3 or 

those who may find it difficult to manage them correctly. Parents should be aware that wearing a face covering 

in a playground setting could pose an additional safety risk and should use their judgement on whether their 

children wear a face covering.  

  

It is important to use face coverings properly and that signs promote their use appropriately and make it clear 

users should wash their hands before putting them on and taking them off.  

  

Additional measures and communicating with parents  

Additional measures that can minimise the risk COVID-19 transmission in playgrounds and outdoor gyms focus 

on promoting responsible behaviour by children, parents, carers and guardians.  

  

For example, owners and operators should consider putting up signs to make clear to users, parents, guardians 

and carers that:  

  

• consumption of food or drink on play equipment or in the playground area is banned  

• parents, guardians or carers should dispose of all litter including any used protective wear such as face 

coverings or gloves properly in litter bins, taking it home where a bin is not provided. Disposable face 

coverings and gloves cannot be recycled  
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Owners and operators should provide clear information to parents to set clear expectations about how children 

should behave when using playgrounds during COVID-19. This may be through one or more of: signs adjacent to 

the playground, online (e.g. operator websites or community message boards), or through leafletting.  

  

Owners and operators may wish to consider reminding parents of the owner/operator’s legal obligations 

towards the playground users such as signs stating that allowing children to use playground equipment is done 

at their own risk where appropriate.  

  

Considering children with additional needs  

Owners/operators must take into account the requirements of children with additional needs.  

  

Issues that are likely to be specific to this group include:  

• an understanding that many need frequent reminders about rules of behaviour in playground settings  

• changes to familiar environments are likely to require longer periods of adjustment  

• children with physical and sensory disabilities may need assistance with moving from one place to the 

next  

• some children with additional needs such as autism find it difficult to adjust to particular clothing 

requirements, and therefore may be less willing to use face coverings or similar if requested  

• some additional needs are not evident, such as hearing loss, and may therefore account for non-

responsiveness to verbal instruction  

• queuing for apparatus or toilets can be a source of frustration, and the cause of agitation  

• at higher risk of being involved in bullying incidents  

   

Keeping Staff safe  

On conducting the risk assessment, the Council must consider their staff and the risks they may be exposed to 

and how these can be mitigated. In the context of managing outdoor playgrounds during the COVID-19 

pandemic, staff roles may include:  

  

• cleaning playground equipment/surrounding areas  

• managing queues of those waiting to use equipment  

• stewarding equipment to ensure users comply with rules made by the Council  

  

As updated advice is provided, so the risk assessment will be updated. However, where measures are mandated 

or recommended via this report an assessment has been made.  

  

When managing the risk of COVID-19, additional PPE beyond what is usually worn is not beneficial.  Unless staff 

are in a situation where the risk of COVID-19 transmission is very high, risk assessments should reflect the fact 

that the role of PPE in providing additional protection is extremely limited. However, if the risk assessment does 

show that PPE is required, the Council should provide this PPE free of charge to workers who need it. Any PPE 

provided must fit properly.  

  

In relation to other face coverings for staff, whilst not required to provide them, employers should support their 

workers in using face coverings safely if they choose to wear one. This means telling workers:  

  

• wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water for 20 seconds or use hand sanitiser before putting a 

face covering on, and before and after removing it  

• when wearing a face covering, avoid touching your face or face covering, as you could contaminate them 

with germs from your hands  

• change your face covering if it becomes damp or if you’ve touched it  
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• continue to wash your hands regularly  

• change and wash your face covering daily  

• if the material is washable, wash in line with manufacturer’s instructions. If it’s not washable, dispose of 

it carefully in your residual “black bag” waste. Do not put it in the recycling bin  

• practice social distancing wherever possible  



Covid-19 Risk Assessment 
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Subject Potential Risks 
Assessment 

Management/Control of Risk 
Re-Assessment 

Analysis 
PR IM R PR IM R 

To assess and manage general 

maintenance risks which may have 

occurred during lockdown. Ensure play 

equipment is safe to use and that risks 

from damaged or defective equipment 

are addressed before opening. 

Damage, vandalism, wear and tear 

undetected due to no inspection regime 

during pandemic (Play Area closed) 
2 2 4 

Monthly inspection carried out in July 2020, 

maintenance/repair work to be undertaken. 

Ongoing regular inspection regime restarted 

1 1 1 

Management/control measures in 

place are sufficient to mitigate risk 

(non covid) 

To assess and manage the risk of 

potential COVID-19 transmission by 

reducing social interaction between 

people and promoting Social Distancing. 

Put in place measures to support social 

distancing – 2m or 1m plus risk 

mitigations. 

Spread of Covid-19 (via social 

interactions) 

3 4 12 Various measures in accordance with Government guidance 

 Limit number of users in the area at any one 

time 

3 4 12 Requires unlikely user adherence to limits 

or additional resource to manage and 

monitor at extra expense to BPC. 

 Limit the number of users able to use a 

particular piece of equipment.   

3 4 12 Requires unlikely user adherence to limits 

or additional resource to manage and 

monitor at extra expense to BPC. 

 Only 1 family member accompanying a child. 3 4 12 Requires unlikely user adherence to limits 
or additional resource to manage and 
monitor at extra expense to BPC. 

 

 

Limit the available number of seats on 

equipment or numbers of swings available to 

promote social distancing, including for parents, 

carers or guardians who might push children. 

3 3 9 Requires physical markings and signage to 

implement, then unlikely user adherence 

to mitigate any risk. Alternatively requires 

managing and monitoring at extra expense 

to BPC 

 Setting a time limit and using signs to 

communicate this to users, parents, guardians 

or carers. 

3 3 9 To implement this, it would need resource 

at extra expense to BPC. 

 
Implement a queue or waiting area. 3 3 9 To implement this, it would need resource 

at extra expense to BPC. 

 Operate a booking system 3 3 9 To implement this, it would need resource 

at extra expense to BPC. 

 Put up advisory signage 1 4 4 Requires adherence to the signage 
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Subject Potential Risks 
Assessment 

Management/Control of Risk 
Re-Assessment 

Analysis 
PR IM R PR IM R 

To assess and manage the risk of 

potential  
COVID-19 transmission by Cleaning and 

Hygiene 

Spread of Covid-19 (via surface 

contamination) 
3 4 12 Clean high traffic touch points frequently. These 

include: Slides, monkey bars and climbing 

frames. Semi enclosed playhouses or huts for 

small children. Enclosed crawl through ‘tunnels’ 

or tube slides. 

3 3 9 Risk score relies on an intensive cleaning 

regime which requires staffing and 

resources To implement this, it would 

need resource at extra expense to BPC. 
(Intensive = after each use) 

Exercise bars and machine handles on outdoor 

gym equipment 
3 3 9 

Entry and exit points such as gates 3 3 9 

Seating areas, benches and picnic tables 3 3 9 

Refuse areas/bins 3 3 9 

 

In addition, use signage to encourage: 

The cleaning of equipment by users, parents, 

guardians and carers. Particularly where there 

are clear touch points such as handles or 

exercise bars. 

1 4 4 Standard of cleaning by others is not 

under the control of the Council 

Encouraging parents to bring hand sanitiser gel 

or wipes to clean their children’s hands 
1 4 4 Requires adherence to the guidance 

 Encourage hand hygiene including 

washing/sanitising hands more often than 

usual, for 20 seconds, particularly at the 

beginning and end of play. 

1 4 4 Control measure is reliant on availability 

of washing facilities and/or adherence to 

the guidance 

Advise users (or parents of users) not to touch 

their faces, and to cough or sneeze into a tissue 

or arm when a tissue is not available. 

1 4 4 Requires adherence to the guidance 

Remind adults and children not to put their 

mouths on equipment or their hands in their 

mouths. 

1 4 4 Requires adherence to the guidance 

 Promote and remind users, parents, guardians 

and carers of the need for social distancing 
3 4 8 Effectiveness as a 'cleaning' control 

measure is not sufficiently reliable 

 Where practicable, provide hand sanitiser or 

hand washing facilities at entry and exit points. 
3 4 12 Requires resourcing (capital and revenue 

funding plus staffing) 
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Subject Potential Risks 
Assessment 

Management/Control of Risk 
Re-Assessment 

Analysis 
PR IM R PR IM R 

To assess and manage the risk of potential 

COVID-19 transmission by promoting the 

wearing of face coverings 

Spread of Covid-19 (via droplet transmission 

from exhalation) 
3 4 12 It is now mandatory for face covering to be worn in 

enclosed public spaces where social distancing isn’t 

possible and where the public may come into 

contact with people they do not normally meet. 

1 4 4 Requires strict adherence 
Failure to observe/adhere to the guidance 

could introduce other risks 

Face coverings should not be used by children 

under the age of 3 or those who may find it difficult 

to manage them correctly. 

2 4 8 

Parents should be aware that wearing a face 

covering in a playground setting could pose an 

additional safety risk and should use their 

judgement on whether their children wear a face 

covering. 

3 4 12 

It is important to use face coverings properly and 

that signs promote their use appropriately and 

make it clear users should wash their hands before 

putting them on and taking them off. 

1 4 4 

Additional Measures and Communicating 

with Parents 
Spread of Covid-19 (via other means) 3 4 12 Promote responsible behaviour by children, parents, carers and guardians by considering signage to make clear 

to users, parents, guardians and carers that: 

The consumption of food or drink on play 

equipment or in the play area is banned. 
1 5 5 

Requires compliance to undertake the 

instructions 

 All litter, including any used protective wear such 

as face coverings or gloves, should be disposed of 

properly in litter bins, or taking it home where a bin 

is not provided. 

3 3 9 

Considering Children with Additional Needs 

Take into account the requirements of 

children with additional needs. 

Spread of Covid-19 (via any method resulting 

from additional needs) 
3 4 12 Children with additional needs (not catered for 

already) to be accompanied by a responsible adult 

to provide appropriate assistance with complying 

with guidelines 

2 4 8 Requires parent engagement and compliance 

to undertake the instructions given to be 

effective 

          

Take into account the Control Measure  
Risks 
Measures introduced above 

Failure to comply with limits, signage or 

guidance 
3 4 12 Continued closure of facilities due to inability to 

effectively mitigate the risk 

1 2 2 May require measures (such as padlocking) 

to uphold the closure 
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Aysgarth Park Play Area  

 

 

 

  

Item Management/Control of Risk Assessment 

PR IM R 

 

GL Jones Senior Tower and Slide 

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 2 users or 1 family group” 

 

3 3 9 

 

SMP Noah’s Ark Springer 

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 1 user” 

 

3 3 9 

 

SMP New World 2 Tower & Slide 

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 2 users or 1 family group” 

 

3 3 9 

 

GL Jones Spring Motorbike 

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 1 user” 

 

3 3 9 

 

Playdale Timber Group Swing 

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 1 user or 1 family group” 

 

3 3 9 
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Jubilee Field 

 

 

 

  

Item Management/Control of Risk Assessment 

PR IM R 

 

Sutcliffe 1.8m 1 Bay 2 Cradle Seat Swing 

Ask ARD to remove one swing from the bay to enable 

social distancing  

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 1 user” 

 

3 3 9 

 

Sutcliffe Inclusive Dish Roundabout 

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 1 user or 1 family group” 

 

3 3 9 

 

Sutcliffe Inclusive Springie 

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 1 user” 

3 3 9 

 

GL Jones Tower & Slide 

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 1 user or 1 family group” 

 

3 3 9 

 

Ledon Spring Motorbike and Sidecar 

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 1 user or 1 family group” 

 

3 3 9 
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Springfield Park 

Item Management/Control of Risk Assessment 

PR IM R 

 

Proludic Spring Horse 

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 1 user” 

 

3 3 9 

 

Proludic 4 Seat Spring Mobile 

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 2 users or 1 family group” 

 

3 3 9 

 

2no Play Panels 

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 1 user or 1 family group” 

 

3 3 9 

 

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 3 users or 1 family group” 

 

3 3 9 

 

Kompan Spinner 

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 1 user” 

 

3 3 9 



Covid-19 Equipment Specific Risk Assessment  

13 
 

 

 

  

 

Park Play 1.8m 1 Bay 2 Cradle Seat Swing 

Ask ARD to remove one swing from the bay to enable 

social distancing  

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 1 user” 

 

3 3 9 

 

Park Play 2.4m 1 Bay 2 Flat Seat Swing 

Ask ARD to remove one swing from the bay to enable 

social distancing  

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 1 user” 

 

3 3 9 

 

Sutcliffe Stand up See Saw 

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 2 users” 

 

3 3 9 

 

SMP Nexus Freeride 

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“Max 1 user” 

 

3 3 9 



Covid-19 Equipment Specific Risk Assessment  

14 
 

 

Ancillary Equipment 

 

 

Key for risk assessment 

PR = Probability; IM = Impact, R = Risk 

Probability and Impact assessed – 1 (low) to 5 (high) and Risk = PR x IM 

 

Risk Scores: 1-5 = Green; 6 – 10 = Amber 11 – 25 Red 

Mitigations = those detailed in the government publication  

 

 

 

 

Item Management/Control of Risk Assessment 

PR IM R 

 

Gates  

- Encourage social distancing by installing 

Entrance and Exit signs at Aysgarth Park and 

Springfield Park 

- Encourage social distancing by installing signage 
on equipment that depicts safer use:  

“sanitise hands before and after use” 

- Advise maximum numbers allowed per 

recommendation for each play area 

1 4 4 

 

Litter bins  

  

- Install signage to encourage hand washing/use 

of sanitiser 

“Wash/sanitise hands after touching”  

“No food or drink to be consumed in the play 
area”  

 

1 4 4 

 

Fencing  

  

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use: 

“please queue 2 meters apart” 

“If play area is busy, please return later” 

  

1 4 4 

 

Benches  

  

- Encourage social distancing by installing 
signage on equipment that depicts safer use:  

“Max 2 users or 1 family group” 

“ No food or drink to be consumed in the play 

area” 

1 4 4 
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Preparing the Council’s Play Area and Other Equipment for reopening  
  

Recommendations and Options  
  

  

General Maintenance & Equipment Inspection  

The monthly external inspections have recommenced, various items of maintenance and repair were 

identified.  All items with a Risk Score of Medium or above have been collated and costings sought for 

rectification.  

Recommendation 1:  

That high risk items are rectified immediately by the Clerk, that Medium risk items 

continue to be undertaken with the approval of the Land Management Committee.  

Social distancing  

Measures need to be considered to reduce social interaction between people to minimise potential 

transmission of Covid-19.  Whilst the two metre guidance is still in place, “one metre plus” may be 

considered where two metres is not viable if mitigations are introduced.  

  

Due to various practicalities including cost, resources, staffing, compliance monitoring and 

enforcement, the following measures from the Government guidance have been deemed as not viable 

for this Council - Booking system and implementation of queuing system with waiting area.  

  

Play Areas  

  

Social Distancing Measures and mitigations that may be appropriate are detailed below:  

Recommendation 2:  

1. Advisory limit on the maximum number of users within the play area at any one 

time is set at:  

a) Aysgarth Park - 7 users or 3 family groups at any one time (signage)  

b) Jubilee Field - 5 users or 3 family groups at any one time (signage)  

c) Springfield Park - 13 users or 6 family groups at any one time (signage) 

2. Maximum number of users per piece of equipment as set out in the Covid-19 

Equipment Specific Risk Assessment (signage)  

3. Advisory that only 1 family member accompany a child  

4. Equipment seats limited as set out in the Covid-19 Equipment Specific Risk 

Assessment (signage)  

5. Advisory that if the play area is busy a time limit of 30 minutes be observed 

(signage)  

  

Consideration will need to be given to fixed or temporary type signage, their maintenance and 

where necessary replacement along with appropriate placement.  
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Cleaning and hygiene  

It is acknowledged in the Government guidance that the virus could survive long enough on frequently 

used/touched outdoor surfaces to facilitate transmission.  It is acknowledged that social distancing 

measures will have no impact on reducing potential contamination through touch transmission.  

Therefore, the only cleaning regime that would provide adequate protection to guard against Covid19 

would be disinfecting/sanitising after each use (Intensive).  This is clearly impractical without 

considerable staffing and resources, as such this is not considered a viable option for this Parish 

Council.  

  

IMPORTANT: The Covid-19 Risk Assessment risk score of 9 (in relation to risk potential – cleaning and 

hygiene) is associated with the Intensive regime described above.  Any other cleaning regime would 

be a minimum of 12 (3 x 4).  

  

Any cleaning regime less than Intensive must be considered as only marginally reducing the potential 

for contamination (any clean surface is only clean up to the point it is touched and thereafter may be 

considered as potentially contaminated).  Furthermore, consideration should be given to whether 

such a cleaning regime would inadvertently provide an inappropriate expectation of safety against the 

virus.  A balance will need to be reached of providing adequate public confidence without encouraging 

complacency over collective social responsibility.  

  

Notwithstanding the above, it is acknowledged that measures can be taken that may assist with 

reducing the risk of cross-contamination.  It is further acknowledged that a reducing infection rate 

across the community lowers the prevalence for virus exposure.  

 

Recommendation 3:  

1. Signage to encourage:  

a) The cleaning of equipment by users, parent, guardians and carers before use  

b) Parents to bring hand sanitiser gel or wipes to clean their children’s hands  

c) Hand washing before and after visiting  

d) Users (or parents of users) not to touch their faces and to cough or sneeze 

into a tissue  

e) Adults and children not to put their mouths on equipment or their hands in 

their mouths  

  

Consideration will need to be given to fixed or temporary type signage, their maintenance and where 

necessary replacement along with appropriate placement.  

  

Face coverings  

The generally accepted principle of face coverings (as opposed to face masks) is one of social 

responsibility - the wearer is protecting others from contaminated droplets that may be exhaled by 

the wearer.  

  

There is Government guidance in relation to face coverings and for those that ought not to use them 

(for medical or safety reasons). The Government guidance (specific to reopening playgrounds) 

encourages the wearing of face coverings as a mitigation measure.  However, the guidance also 

highlights that children under the age of 3 should not use them and that wearing them in a playground 

setting could pose an additional safety risk.  The guidance further notes that face coverings need to 
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be worn correctly and that it should be made clear that users wash their hands before putting them 

on and after taking them off.  

Recommendation 4:  

Signage to direct the public to the Council’s website for further information regarding the 

appropriate use of face coverings (the website to provide the latest information and links 

to Government guidance).  

  

Additional measures and communicating with parents  

To minimise the potential spread of Covid-19 by means other than those highlighted above, signage 

should be considered that promotes responsible behaviour by children, parents, guardians and carers.  

  

Recommendation 5:  

1. Banning of all food and drink in the play area (signage)  

2. Litter to be disposed of appropriately either in provided bins or taken home.  

 

  

Considering children with additional needs  

  

There are a wide range of issues that may affect children with additional needs (referenced in the Risk 

Report) and therefore the Council needs to minimise the potential for such issues to arise.  

 

Recommendation 6:  

1. That when planning measures to reduce the potential for the spread of Covid-19 

the Council be cognisant of the additional needs that some children may have 

including:-  

• Minimising major changes to existing environments wherever safe to do so  

• Reducing the potential for introducing measures that may be difficult to 

understand  

• Wherever appropriate using pictures/graphics alongside rules and 

instructions to assist with explaining intentions  

• Minimise undue limitations that would unfairly disadvantage  

2. Encourage parents, guardians or carers to accompany children with additional 

needs when using play equipment (child plus parent, guardian or carer may be 

counted as 1 user for the purposes of the measures)  

    

Keeping Staff safe  

As well as applicable health, safety and employment legislation, the Council is required to consider 

the potential Covid-19 infection implications for staff.  Employers have a duty to ensure that staff 

working conditions are Covid Secure.  
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Based on the Recommendations within this report, the risks identified relate to inspections and litter 

clearances. Appropriate guidance should be supplied to staff/contractors to minimise contamination 

risks alongside any required protective equipment including gloves.  

 

Recommendation 7:  

1. Staff to be provided with appropriate guidance to ensure awareness of the risks 

associated with Covid-19  

2. As well as hand washing facilities, hand sanitiser to be made available to staff  

3. Where required appropriate protective equipment, over and above existing 

needs, shall be provided  

4. Advisory guidance relating to the proper use of staff’s own face coverings  

5. Restate requirements to adhere to social distancing wherever possible  

  

It is acknowledged that the execution of some Options from within this report may require additional 

assessment which will be carried out before implementation.  

 

Conclusions  

The Council is mindful to the value of the community asset that provides children with a stimulating 

and tactile experience to exercise and learn through play.  The importance of play area provision for 

physical, social, emotional and cognitive development for children must not be underestimated.  

Also important is the safety of local residents and the users of our facilities, balancing these is 

difficult in these unprecedented times.  

  

One of the conclusions from the risk assessment process carried out is that many of the measures rely 

on social responsibility and compliance of others. It should be noted that residents are ignoring the 

closed signs and are still using the play areas even though the gates are padlocked. It is for this reason 

that the Equipment specific risk assessment is shown as 9. Whilst measures can be implemented, 

adherence to guidance signage is extremely important.  A measured approach will be required when 

assessing the potential for compliance as reducing the potential spread of Covid-19 heavily relies on 

the action of all users.  It is therefore recommended that an appropriate information campaign is 

undertaken utilising the Council’s website.  

  

Due to the enclosed nature of the play areas and the high contact points within them, the 

contamination risks are not considered low enough to determine it Covid Safe in accordance with 

Government guidelines.   

 

Recommendation 8:  

1. Relevant guidance information is provided on the Council’s website and users of 

the Council’s facilities are encouraged to check it. 

 

Summary Recommendation  

  

That the following be implemented in full.  

  

Recommendation 1 – Equipment maintenance and repair works  
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Recommendation 2 – Maximum numbers of users for each play area 

 

Recommendation 3 – Signage re cleaning and sanitiser 

 

Recommendation 4 – Promotion of use of face masks 

 

Recommendation 5 – Banning of food and drinks within the play areas 

 

Recommendation 6 – Principles for considering children with additional needs  

  

Recommendation 7 – Staff measures for health and safety  

  

Recommendation 8 – Information awareness 

  

 

Play areas – That the facilities remain closed until the recommendations above can be put into full 

effect. 

  

It is further recommended that this report be published in full on the Council’s website to assist with 

the understanding of the difficulties encountered during the process of assessing the public safety and 

the reasoning behind the decisions.  

  

Finally it is recommended that the above implementation is kept under constant review and reversed 

if deemed necessary to protect public health.  

  

  


